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Governor 
orders cuts 


State agencies operating on 
money from the General Fund 
were ordered last month to cut 
their budgets by 30 percent for the 
remainder of the fiscal year. 

Gov. Victor Atiyeh ordered the 
budget cuts in the face of a predict- 
ed shortage of $204 million in in- 
come tax revenues during the re- 
mainder of fiscal year 1981. 

Department of Transportation 
agencies affected by the reduction 
mandate are the Parks and Public 
Transit Divisions, and the Travel 
Information section. 


Budgets Revised 


Joe Christian, ODOT fiscal offic- 
er, said the department was asked 
to prepare revised budgets for the 
affected agencies for presentation 
to the special session of the state 
Legislature scheduled to convene 
Aug. 4. 

“The procedure was roughly 
equivalent to the reduced level 
budgeting procedure,’ Christian 
said. ‘‘We were asked to produce a 
figure that represented 70 percent 
I: our General Fund allotment for 

the remainder of the current bien- 
nium. Then, those items left out of 

the budget were replaced in incre- 

ments of about five percent.” 

Overall, the budget cuts slashed 
over $2.5 million from the ODOT 
budget. Hardest hit was the Parks 
Division, which lost $1.5 million. 

Public Transit’s operating budget 
was reduced $850,000, and the 
budget for ODOT Central Services 
was cut $216,000, most of that com- 
ing from the Travel Information 
program. 

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Further details 
on the affects of the budget cuts on 
these agencies can be found on page 
2.) 

Christian said the budget cuts 
for this fiscal year would have no 

(See BUDGET, page 2) 


In Eugene 


OREGON DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 


104 STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, SALEM 97310 


HIGH AND MIGHTY BIG Terry Andrews, left, and Tom Lewis, 
maintenance workers from North Portland, struggle with giant Oregon 
flag prior to raising it high above Fremont Bridge. Flags, which 
measure 15 feet by 25 feet, must be changed about every three weeks 
due to wind damage. When atop poles, flags are 400 feet above 
Willamette River. At right, barge passes under bridge as pair hoist flag. 


Revised motorcycle test evaluated 


A new motorcycle skill test, 
which places greater importance 
on the skills needed to safely oper- 
ate a motorcycle in traffic, is being 
tested in Eugene by the Motor 
Vehicles Division. 

Dennis Rice, head of driver 
licensing for DMV, said the new 
test “Is more related to the skills 
needed in traffic--turning, stopping 
and evasive maneuvers.” Rice said 
the old test ‘basically tested for 
balance and other non-traffic skills. 
We're trying to get a better look at 
_ the things that are important when 

someone gets out into traffic.” 
All motorcycle testing in the 
Eugene-Springfield area has been 
centralized at Autzen Stadium and 
is held on Wednesdays only. ‘The 


problem we have with motorcycle 
tests at all our field offices,’ said 
Rice, “is space. We just don’t have 
enough space to lay out a full 
course. Here,’ he said, waving at 
the broad expanse of parking lot at 
the stadium, ‘‘we don’t have that 
problem.‘ 

Al Vasquez, manager of DMV’s 
East Eugene field office, said the 
new testing facilities ‘‘have helped 
speed up our operation.” A motor 
home, formerly used as a mobile 
field office on the southern Ore- 
gon coast, serves as an office and 
testing room for written examina- 
tions. Successful applicants can re- 
ceive their endorsed photo 
licenses on the spot. 

The new test was developed by 


DMV and the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation. ‘‘It’s compromise,“ 
said Rice. “It’s better than our old 
test, yet it isn’t the full MOST 
(Motorcycle Off-street Skill Test) 
exam that the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation suggested.” 

Vasquez said the centralized 
testing facility handles 50-60 tests 
each Wednesday. ‘‘I’ve talked to 
people after they’ve taken the 
test,’ he said, ‘‘and the reaction is 
usually favorable. They like the 
test. One fellow who'd taken the 
old test back in 1973 said the new 
one is much better. He was impre- 
ssed by the fairness.“ 

The test, Vasquez said, ‘‘places 
increased emphasis on skills 

(See MOTORCYCLE, page 4) 
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Bond sale 
approved by 


commission 


On September 9, the Highway 
Division plans to offer for sale $15 
million in Highway General Obliga- 
tion Bonds. 

The sale was authorized by the 
Transportation Commission in a 
special telephone conference 
meeting on June 24. The money is 
to be used to offset current cash 
flow problems in the Highway Divi- 
sion, and permit the contracting of 
critical projects scheduled in the 
Six-Year Highway Improvement 
Program. 

The bonds will be offered the 
same day the Veterans Affairs 
bonds go on sale, which should 
result in reduced costs. 


Gasoline sales, 
travel decrease 


Gasoline consumption and miles 
travelled on Oregon highways con- 
tinue to follow downward trends 
established in April, 1979, accord- 
ing to Motor Vehicles Division and 
Highway Division figures. 

Consumption for the first four 
months of 1980 was down eight 
percent compared with the same 
period in 1979. April, 1980, gallon- 
age sold was 6.7 percent below 
sales in April, 1979. 

Average daily traffic counts at 20 
special monitoring stations 
throughout Oregon reflect the 
downward gasoline consumption 
trend. April traffic was down 6.7 
percent compared with April, 1979, 
counts. January through April traff- 
ic showed a five percent decrease 
compared with the first four 
months of 1979. 

(See GAS USE, page 5) 
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Budget cuts listed 


Travel Information 


Travel ads slashed $60,000 


The Travel Information Section’s 
response to Gov. Atiyeh’s budget- 
cutting request includes elimina- 
tion of the 1981 edition of the state 
highway map, two full-time clerical 
positions, and early closures of 
three border information centers. 

Assistant State Travel Director 
Frank Howard said the public 
would notice the absence of high- 
way maps next year, but the most 
potentially damaging aspect of the 
$216,000 in cuts was a $60,000 re- 
duction in advertising. 


Parks Division 


Howard said Oregon’s economy 
picks up 28 tourist dollars for every 
one dollar spent in advertising. He 
said cutting back on the tourist 
promotion program would also 
lead to a loss of some jobs in tour- 
ist-related businesses . 

The cuts come at a time when 
the state’s role in tourist promotion 
was beginning to pick up after 
nearly a decade of reduced activity. 
Howard said the reductions would 
set the section back to 1977-78 
levels. 


Public Transit Divison 


Tri-Met takes biggest cut 


Oregon’s largest mass transit 
system . will bear the brunt of 
budget cuts proposed by the Public 
Transit Division. 

Division Administrator Denny 
Moore revealed that, of’a total 
budget reduction of $850,000 pro- 
posed by the division, $603,000 
would come from grant funds ear- 
marked for Tri-Met, the metropoli- 
tan Portland-area transit district. 

“The money comes from two 
capital outlay match-grants,”“ he 
said. ‘The first would have helped 
Tri-Met install two-way radios in all 
its buses as a safety measure. The 
second would have helped pur- 
chase 30 articulated buses.’ A pre- 
vious federal match-grant to Tri- 


State grants to local parks feel budget axe 


No state parks will be closed to 
meet Gov. Victor Atiyeh’s directive 
to cut General Fund agency 
budgets 30 percent. State Parks Ad- 
ministrator Dave Talbot has said, 
however, that grant programs to 
local communities will suffer. 

Talbot said, ‘‘We simply got on 
the telephone and told the local 
people that if it came down to a 
decision between closing parks 
and reducing grants, the grants 
would get cut.” 

“We can survive through the 
1981-83 biennium without closing 
parks,’’ Talbot added. ‘’What hap- 
pens when we get to the 1983-85 
biennium... don’t know.” 


Cuts listed 


Proposed Parks Division cuts in- 
clude: 

@ state aid totalling $100,000 for 
the Bearcreek Greenway in Jackson 
County, 

@ $20,000 in residual develop- 
ment grant funds, 

@a $175,000 grant for prelimi- 
nary studies for the Baker Park Na- 
tional Historical Museum in Lane 
County, 


Oregon Transportation Commission 
Chairman 
Anthony. Yturri 
Members 
Peter /. Brix 
B. Gordon Coleman 
Michael P. Hollern 
Tom Walsh 


Director 
Fred B. Klaboe 


Published by: 


The Oftice of Public Affairs 
104 Transportation Building 
Salem, Oregon 97310 
Phone. 378-6546 


George Bel/ 
Assistant Director 
for 
Intergovernmental and 
Public Affairs 


Dave Davis 
Managing Editor 


® acquisition funds for the Scen- 
ic Waterways and Willamette 
Greenway programs. 

“We'll find a way to continue the 
scenic waterway projects,” Talbot 
promised. 

He added that the budget reduc- 
tion, while hurting the grant pro- 
grams; was not as drastic as it could 
have been. 

“We were hit by a two percent 
reduction earlier this year,’’ he 
said. ‘It amounted to more--about 
$600,000. When the new cuts were 
ordered, we were told that we 
could include that money as part of 
the new cuts.” ; 

The earlier budget reduction 


Why a deficit? 


Here is a brief summary of the 
reasons for the projected $204 mill- 
ion General Fund deficit, as related 
to VIA by John Yunker, adminis- 
trator of the Budget and Manage- 
ment Division of the Executive 
Department: 

@ Revenue from the state ’in- 
come and other tax sources was 
estimated at about $2.7 billion by 
the 1979 session of the Oregon 
Legislature. 

@ Federal revenue sharing dis- 
bursements were estimated at 
$52.9 million. 

@ When the economy began to 
slow down last year, the federal 
government responded by tighten- 
ing controls on money and credit. 

@ As the recession deepened, 
industries began laying off work- 
ers, which decreased income tax 
revenues from paycheck withhold- 
ings. 

@ The problem was compound- 
ed when the federal government, 
in an effort to balance its own 
budget, announced that it was 
abandoning further revenue shar- 
ing disbursements to the states. 

@ The combination of declining 
income tax revenues and the reve- 
nue sharing cut-off slashed reve- 
nue estimates from $2.7 billion to 
$2.5 billon. 

Yunker said that if the economy 
stages a recovery in the remaining 
months of the biennium (which 
ends June 30, 1981), the projected 
deficit may decrease or disappear 
entirely. 


means, “we're going to have to de- 
fer construction and rehabilitation 
projects at a lot of parks. Those 
projects are going to have to be 
done some time.” 

“Oregonians have long said that 
they love the parks system in this 
state,“ he added. ‘‘We may have to 
find out how much they love it.’ 


‘Budget cuts 


Met for 54 of the large-capacity 
buses is unaffected. 

The federal government pro- 
vides most of the money used to 
purchase new buses and equip- 
ment on a matching-fund basis. 
The proposed cuts are in the state’s 
contribution to local matching 
funds. 

The division also will not hire a 
deputy administrator for program 
management as planned, is taking 
an $18,800 cut in its services and 
supplies budget, and is eliminating 
a signing and shelter project for 
inter-city buses. 

Other cuts, primarily a cut of 
$122,940 to the small city and rural 
area transit assistance program, 
may be offset by increased federal 
fund allocations, Moore said. - 

Commenting on the Tri-Met 
cuts, Moore said, ‘“‘We’re facing a 
dichotomy. Tri-Met’s ridership has 
increased markedly in the past 
year, despite a recent 10-cent fare 
increase. Yet we’re cutting the 
funds they need to improve the 
service. But, it was either that or 
cut capital-grant funds to the smal- 
ler communities, and we didn’t ' 
want to do that. Those funds are 
critical because nine buses are be- 
ing built for fall delivery--the 
money has already been pledged.’ 


(Continued from page 1) — 
impact on the department’s budget 
requests for the 1981-83 biennium. 

“We have had no directions to 
alter our budget requests for next 
biennium,’’ he said. ‘‘Actually, 
we're not in a bad position for 
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1981-83. | feel our budget requests. 
are pretty responsible. Our ad- — 
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EARL... ARE 
THEY GOING 
TO TAKE THE 
STATE PARKS’ 
NAMES OFF 
OF THE 198} 
HIGHWAY MAP? 


ministrators know that they 
shouldn’t ask for something unless 
they need it. We've all had to ‘think 
lean’ this budget.“ 
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Klaboe looks ahead 
Increased revenue 
key to future 


VIA interviewed Department of Transportation Director Fred 


Klaboe on the eve of the special session of the Oregon Legis- 
lature, called by Gov. Victor Atiyeh to deal with a pro- 


jected General Fund deficit of $204 million. VIA asked 
Klaboe how that deficit, coupled with declining gasoline 


tax revenues, might affect the department. 


VIA: Fred, you’ve been with the 
department your entire professional 
life. Is this the worst revenue situa- 
tion you’ve ever seen? 

KLABOE: | would have to say yes. 

VIA: The General Fund cuts in 
Parks, Public Transit, and the tourism 
program will be reviewed by the 
Ways and Means Committee during 
the special session. Would you ex- 
pect those cuts to be sustained, in- 
creased or modified? 

KLABOE: There’s no way of tel- 
ling. | would have to be able to 
look at what they do to other agen- 
cies. 

The cuts in Parks are going to 
hurt, and they’re going to hurt 
communities where there were 
capital improvement projects 
scheduled. 

The cuts in mass transit are go- 
ing to hurt not only Tri-Met and 
Lane Transit, but some small rural 
areas as well. Public Transit is large- 
ly a pass-through agency. It chan- 
nels money, in the form of grants, 

to the various transit districts. 
That's where the cuts will have. to 
Sree ore? eat the er NE: a Se 
~ 1 would hope that the Legisla- 
ture, when it looks at this, would 
give consideration to the needs of 
mass transit, particularly at this 
_ time when we are really trying hard 
to conserve gasoline and so forth. | 
would hope that they would look at 
that and restore some of that 30 
percent. 

Parks...1 think.we can live with 
the cuts for this year. 

VIA: There is obviously a connec- 
tion between Parks and the General 

_ Fund. This was made more firm by 
the vote on Measure 1 last May. 
Would Parks have suffered if they 
had remained in the Highway Fund ? 

KLABOE: The competition for 
highway dollars would have been 
just as keen as the competition for 
General Fund dollars, given the 
downturn of our revenue base. 

VIA: You haven’t mentioned the 
Aeronautics Division. Are there any 
impacts? 

KLABOE: None whatsoever. 

’ VIA: What about the Motor 
Vehicles Division? 

KLABOE: Motor Vehicles is a 
Highway Fund agency and gets its 
funds from the users of the high- 
way, for collecting the gas tax, and 
also for licensing vehicles and driv- 
ers. It is not affected by the Gener- 
al Fund cuts. 

It is, however, certainly affected 
by the downturn in Highway Fund 
revenue, and DMV is trying to do 
everything it can to economize--to 
get more money transferred to 
highway funding. But the effect is 
not serious in the Motor Vehicles 
Division. 

VIA: What about the department’s 
Central Services? How are your of- 
fice and the various administrative 
services funded? 

KLABOE: Central Services is paid 


for by assessing the various divi- 


sions for services, such as data 


processing, personnel and payroll, 
provided by the central organiza- 
tion. 

VIA: Is there some General Fund 
as well as Highway Fund money in 
Central Services’ budget? 

KLABOE: Yes. The General Fund 
money is mostly in the Public Af- 
fairs and Travel Information areas. 
Travel Information has a General 
Fund appropriation, and is affected 
considerably. It is cutting its 
budget 30 percent like all other 
General Fund agencies. 

VIA: Does it appear to you that as 
a consequence of these cuts in the 
General Fund appropriations, and 
the declining revenue coming into 
the Highway Fund, that we’re headed 
for a layoff situation? 

KLABOE: | can’t look very far 
ahead, but I will say that in the next 
year, anyway, it does not appear 
that it’s going to cost this depart- 
ment any jobs. 


_ The General Fund agencies with- | 
_ in our department are going to be 
_ scrutinized very carefully during 


KLABOE: | would hope that if the 
economy turns around and income 


tax collections increase, let’s say in. 


_ January or so, the Legislature 
_ would restore as much as possible. 


“,.well continue to see a reduction in the amount of 
revenue coming into the Highway Fund.” 


the 1981 Legislature. If we don’t get 
some increased gasoline tax reve- 
nue in the years ahead, | think 
there is bound to be a lowering of 
the level of employment in High- 
ways, perhaps not by layoffs, but 
by attrition. 

VIA: Some economists predict an 
upturn in the economy, roughly by 
later winter or early spring of next 
year. Do your readings agree with 
that forecast? 

KLABOE: Based on the informa- 
tion we have from the national 
scene, and on history, our projec- 
tions agree that the economy will 
start getting better about that time. 

VIA: If that were the case, would 
you expect any restoration, or partial 
restoration? Or are we stuck with the 
cuts for the balance of the biennium? 


VIA: In the short run, what is the 
department planning to do about the 
declining gas tax situation? Will the 
Highway Fund keep on shrinking? 

KLABOE: Yes it will. The public 
has modified its driving habits, and 
automobiles are becoming increas- 
ingly more efficient. Those are the 
two big factors causing the reduc- 


are in place already. Without that, 
we are going to see continuing and 
serious deterioration of the total 
highway system. 

VIA: How do you feel about the 
dilemma of the department on one 
hand encouraging conservation and 
public transit alternatives, which 
have the result, on the other hand, of 
continuing to worsen the revenue 
situation for the Highway Fund? 

KLABOE: | think you’ve got to 
look at the national good as the 
number one priority. | think in this 
case, the national good is to get rid 
of some of our dependence on un- 
stable countries around the world 
that produce most of our oil. 


“..you have to look at the national good as the 
number one priority.“ 


tion in gasoline sales and, there- 
fore, gasoline taxes. | think we'll 
continue to see a reduction in the 
amount of revenue coming into the 
Highway Fund. 

We've got to find new sources of 
income or revenue for highway 
purposes, or increase those that 


Conservation is one way of help- 
ing. The other way, of course, is to 
find new fuels, and people are em- 
barked on that right now. So I do 
subscribe to fuel conservation, 
even though | know it is hurting 
the Highway Fund. 

VIA: Three and a half years ago, 
when we went into a layoff situation, 
it was encompassed into a larger is- 
sue. At that point, there was a shift 
away from construction to preserva- 
tion of the highway system. Do you 
see another major shift, or approach, 
or direction coming out of the cur- 
rent crisis? 

KLABOE: Of necessity, even 
more emphasis is going to be 
placed on rehabilitation of 
facilities. | don’t think we need any 
more new roads. There are some 
places with congestion problems, 
but our basic system in this state is 
pretty good. It’s a two-lane system, 
it covers the state very well, and in 
most places, two-lane highways are 
enough. 

Of course, emphasis has been 
rapidly increasing in the mass 
transit area. We started out just a 

(See KLABOE, page 4) 
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Klaboe... 


(Continued from page 3) 


few biennia ago with a very small 
budget, and it has been increasing 
very rapidly. It would be nice to see 
that increase continue to take up 
the slack for the city transit sys- 
tems, and | think the need is going 
to be there. Whether the funds are 
going to continue to increase at the 
same rate is another question. | 
kind of doubt it. | think that the 
rapid increase in mass transit fund- 
ing from state coffers we’ve seen in 
the last two biennia, probably will 
not continue in the future. 

What I’m saying is that local gov- 
ernments, if they want to have 
mass transit systems, and expand 
them, are going to have to put 
more into them themselves. 

VIA: What about Parks? Do you 
see any new directions? 

KLABOE: Parks, for the last five 
years, has been largely in the same 
situation as highways--a rehabilita- 
tion effort on what is there now, 
versus building new parks. I see 
that continuing with one 
exception: There is a need, be- 
cause of the gasoline situation, to 
build parks closer to the urban cen- 
ters so people won’t have to travel 
as far to get to them. | think there 
may be some increased emphasis 
on those types of parks, but no 
new parks out in the hinterland. 

VIA: The Motor Vehicles Division 
has been rapidly automating data 
processing. Do you see some new 
directions there? 

KLABOE: Oh, yes. The trend has 
got to be to increase production, 
for one thing. The way you in- 
crease production is through auto- 
mation. If we can eliminate some 
of the paperwork, and speed up 
things out there, then we are mov- 
ing in the right direction. We are 
trying to get a federal grant to in- 
stall, in our field offices, computers 
that will interface directly with the 
main computer here in Salem. 

VIA: A final question. Through all 
of this, does it seem like it’s getting 
harder and harder to function effec- 
tively in state government these 
days? 

KLABOE: Yes, but | also see it as 
an opportunity...a real opportunity 
to do a better job in state govern- 
ment. 


Ke 
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One of the most popular and 
attractive safety rest areas along In- 
terstate 84, closed in 1978 when an 
experimental sewage system failed, 
may reopen later this month. 

Deadman’s Pass Safety Rest 
Area, winner of a national award 
for its compatibility with the sur- 
rounding environment, will reopen 
following the installation of a 
$385,000 sewage system. An experi- 
mental system, installed when the 
area first opened, failed when the 
rocky subsoil wouldn’t allow ef- 


Deadman’s Pass rest area to reopen 


fluent to drain or evaporate fast 
enough, according to Pat Schwartz, 
Region 5 engineer. 

The experimental sewage sys- 
tem, designed specifically for the 
thin topsoil and rocky subsoil, 
didn’t work well enough, Schwartz 
said, and effluent began collecting 
above ground. Because of possible 
health hazards, the rest area was 
closed. 

The closure was an unpopular 
one, Schwartz said, because of the 


- inconvenience to travelers and the 


Training manual published 


If you want to learn more about 
your job, or how to enhance your 
career, Dick Williamson and 
ODOT’s Employee Development 
section have just the thing. 

“We've just published our first 
training catalog,’ Williamson an- 
nounced. The publication includes 
listings of all instructional material 
available to department employ- 
ees. 

“Some of our classes are self- 
instruction contained slide-tape 
programs,’ Williamson said. ‘‘They 
can be used by groups or individ- 


ually.’’ He said topics range from 
highway construction to leader- 
ship. 

Materials are available on a loan 
basis, Williamson added. ‘‘The usu- 
al loan period is three weeks. 

He said catalogs are available 
from unit training representatives; 
in region, district, and resident en- 
gineer offices; in the equipment 
shops in La Grande, Bend, and 
Salem; in regional parks headquar- 
ters, and from training officers in 
the Motor Vehicles, Aeronautics 
and Public Transit Division. 


Revised motorcycle test evaluated 


(Continued from page 1) 


needed in traffic, things like shift- 
ing, quick stops, left turns in the 
face of traffic, and evading hazards. 
The old test emphasized knowl- 
edge of the controls and balance. 
Those are nice things to know--and 
vital--but we weren’t seeing how an 
applicant could handle a bike in 
traffic. That’s even more vital.’ 

Peggy Green, DMV’s drive test 
trainer, added that the new test is 
easier for an examiner to score. 
“We've gone from largely a subjec- 
tive-type scoring system to a cut- 
and-dry system,” she said. ‘An ex- 
aminer knows exactly how much to 
deduct for certain errors. That 
should bring the uniformity of the 
test way up.” 

Rice said that if the test program 
is successful, it will be implement- 
ed in other cities. ‘‘We’re planning 
on installing the test in our South 
Salem office next, if we can work 
out a location problem. We would 


BIKE TEST. Maureen Svejcar of Eugene threads through course at new motor- 
Examiner Dennis Pendergrass, in background, 


cycle testing site in Eugene. 


evaluates applicant’s ability to control machine. 


office or somewhere else, then 
we'll centralize all Portland motor- 
cyle testing, too.’ 


also like to expand it into Portland. 
If we can find a location for the 
test--whether at our East Portland 


beauty of the site. In locating rest 
sites, he added, the state attempts 
to space them 40 to 50 miles apart. 
The closing of Deadman’s Pass left 
a considerable distance between 
sites in that area. 

Studies showed the nearest 
municipal sewage system to be too 
far away to hook in to. A sewage 
system similar to one used by the 
city of La Grande was finally select- 
ed, and a $385,732 contract 
awarded. 

The project was originally 
scheduled to be completed on Oc- 
tober 31, 1980, Schwartz said, but 
rapid progress has been made and 
he hopes the rest area can be 
reopened sometime in August. 


Governor presents 
rideshare award 


Citing the company’s leadership 
role in the region, state and nation, 
Gov. Victor Atiyeh congratulated 
the Kaiser-Permanente Medical 
Program for its comprehensive em- 
ployee ridesharing program in a 
ceremony in Portland on July 8. 

The Governor presented an 
energy conservation commenda- 
tion to Kaiser-Permanente execu- 
tives Daniel Wagster and Dr. Mar- 
vin H. Goldberg in recognition of 
the efforts of the health care agen- 
cy, which employs 2,700 persons at 
18 locations in Portland and Salem. 

Referring to recent figures show- 
ing a six percent reduction in 
gasoline use in the state, the Gov- 
ernor said, ‘‘The energy we save, 
we save for Oregon. We don’t 
waste it and we don’t save it for 
some place else. We save it for 
Oregon.” 

The Governor mentioned the 
overall gasoline savings of 10 per- 
cent by state government and 20 
percent by the Governor's Office. 

The Kaiser-Permanente program 
is one of the most comprehensive 
in the nation. It includes preferen- 
tial parking for carpoolers, leasing 
vans for employee vanpools, ener- 
gy conservation seminars, and 
transportation coordinators at each 
of its locations. The coordinators 
will provide employees with transit 
information and carpool and van- 
pool assistance. 
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Park host program aids 


At a time when the Parks Divi- 
sion is feeling the effects of a Gen- 
eral Fund budget squeeze, a volun- 
teer program has added extra 
hands at 24 state parks for little or 
no cost to the state. 

Volunteer park hosts are given 
free campsites in exchange for 
duties as official greeters and ‘‘gen- 
eral all-around helpers,’ according 
to Connie Nettles, program coor- 
dinator. 


Some rake leaves 


‘It’s almost like getting extra 
hands at the parks,’ Nettles said. 
“‘The volunteers greet new cam- 
pers, show them where the various 
facilities are, help them get settled 
in, explain park rules and the fee 
system--in general, help the cam- 
pers. They also, at their own sug- 
gestion, perform odd jobs around 
the campgrounds. They’ve even 
wound up raking leaves and clean- 
ing hardstands (concrete trailer 
pads), she said. 

The program is patterned after a 
National Forest Service host pro- 
gram that has been in operation for 
six years. The hosts, mostly retired 
people, spend a minimum of a 
month in the campground. ‘‘Some 
are spending the entire summer 
with us,” Nettles said. 

Having someone in the parks 
during hours when regular crews 
are off-duty should cut down on 
vandalism and rowdyism, said Net- 
tles, ‘‘We’ve also found that collec- 
tions in our honor system parks 
have increased,’ she said. ‘I guess 
_ if campers know there’s someone 
there all the time they tend to be a 
little more honest.’ 
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GREETINGS. Nadine and Howard Cline, center greet 
Donna and Dick Pratt of Newberg upon their arrival at 


She added that hosts, ‘‘aren’t 
watchmen, and we tell them that 
they're not responsible for collect- 
ing fees--that’s the responsibility of 
our full-time staff. The hosts are 
there to help campers.“ 

Howard and Nadine Cline are 
volunteer park hosts at Detroit 
Lake State Park. They’ve been at 
the campground since June and 
will leave ‘‘as late as we can-- 
probably in late September,” said 
Howard. 

“This program is working out 


Bond campaign offers ‘savings’ 


The 1980 U.S. Savings Bond cam- 
paign is in full swing within the 
Department of Transportation, ac- 
cording to Gerald Wimer, Region 2 
construction engineer, who is as- 
sociate chairman for ODOT. 

“Savings bonds are a way for 
people to help both their govern- 
ment and themselves,’ said Wim- 
er. ‘You invest in America, and you 
help yourself with a safe, sure way 
to save money. We like to think of 


the payroll deduction plan as an 
automatic savings plan,’ he added. 


The campaign will run through 
September 2. 


Agency chairman are: Connie 
Schirman, Aeronautics; Carl Wil- 
liams, Highway Division; Scott Tur- 
ner, Motor Vehicles Division; Con- 
nie Reimann, Parks and Recrea- 
tion; and Joan Cokeley, ODOT 
Headquarters. 


Ay 
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really good for us,“ he said. “‘I like 
to meet people and | like to camp. | 
especially like the idea of getting a 
free campsite. And this way, | get 
all three.’ 

The Clines planned to travel 
after Howard ended a 15-year 
career as an experimental machin- 
ist at Stanford University, ‘‘but the 
high cost of gasoline put an end to 
those plans,’’ admits Nadine. ‘You 
just can’t get very far on a Social 
Security check. We finally decided 
we’d better settle down.” 

About then, they read about the 
park host program in the Highway 
Herald, anational publication of the 
Good Sam Club, an organization of 
recreational vehicle owners. 


Duties “pretty simple“ 


“Ours was the 10th application 
they received,’’ said Howard. ‘‘We 
specifically requested Detroit Lake, 
but we were a little surprised when 
we got it.’ 

Howard says his duties “are pre- 
tty simple. People ask me ques- 
tions and | try to answer them.’ He 
even tells campers of the hot spots 


Campers 


Park. Cline’s dog, Candy, gets into act 
by giving own special greeting to Pratt’s son, Jason. 


Detroit Lake State 
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for fishing. When you circulate 
around the campground, you pick 
up on where the fishing’s good, he 
said. 

He has also helped repair a dock 
and paint a truck. ‘I know that if it 
gets too much for me | can quit and 
nobody’s going to say anything. 
The important thing is, | do it be- 
cause | want to. I’d rather be doing 
something like that than just sitting 
around.” — 

Will the Clines be back next 
year? “You bet...if they want us. 
This is a good thing for both us and 
the parks,’’ Howard commented. 


Trans 
Trivia, 


1 Clyde Holliday State Park, 
just east of John Day, was 
named for: 

a. ‘‘Doc” Holliday’s younger 
brother. 
b. An Eastern Oregon rancher 


(Continued from page 1) 
Consumption of diesel fuel for 
passenger vehicle use, while only a 
small fraction of total fuel con- 


sumption, is skyrocketing. Diesel 
fuel use was up 45.4 percent in 
April, 1980, as compared with April, 
1979. 


who donated the property in 
1971. 

c. A pioneer who died there 
while traveling through in 
1870. 


Gas use 


2 It is more fuel-efficient to 
carry loads on a roof-top 
luggage rack, which 
distributes weight equally 
throughout the car frame, 
than to carry them in the 
trunk, directly over the rear 
axel. 


GAS CONSUMPTION 


(Millions of Gallons) 


True or False? 


@®e 
1979 


tals Tt Ea How many miles of hiking 


trails are there in Oregon? 
a. 1,000 b. 2,250 c. 4,200 


ihe state Executive 
Department assesses ODOT 
how much per biennium for 
the personnel services it 
provides? (approximate) 


a.None b.$300,000 c. $700,000 


DOWNWARD TREND. Graph shows beginning of 
downward trend in gasoline consumption which 
began in April of 1979. Trend has continued 
through first months of 1980. 
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ANN STRICK, PARKS 
Clerical Specialist, Region 1 
Headquarters 


Our information center here has had 
two record days for inquiries. Generally, 
people seem to be asking questions 
about parks close to their home areas, 
but we’ve been getting questions from 
all over the place. 


VELMA MAYS, Travel Information 
Portland Information Center 


Our business has been way down 
because of Mount St. Helens; however, 
it has begun to improve. There are 
definitely more Oregon people using our 
facilities this year, and tourists are 
tending to use facilities that are closer 
to home. The mountain (St. Helens) is a 
draw in itself. I’ve also found that 
businesses have become more 
tourist-oriented lately. 


WILLIS HULTS, PARKS 
Manager, Devils Lake State Park 


Our business is up a little from last year, 
but we were way down last year. We’re 
getting a lot more Oregonians in the 
park this year and | think that’s because 
of the gas situation. 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
inquiring photographer. 
He selects 
subjects. 
frame the question of the 
month. Answers are edited 
only for fength. 


CANDID COMMENTS 


his own 
VIA’s editors 


DONA LANE, Travel Information 
Ontario Travel Information Center 


Our volume is a little ahead of last year. 
If I’ve noticed one thing, it’s that last 
year most of the conversation was about 
gasoline--the price and availability of it. 
That doesn’t seem to be of any great 
concern this year. Most of the 
conversation is about Mount St. Helens 
and Mount Hood. Our telephone 
business is up, and that is mostly from 
Oregon people wanting to know about 
in-state facilities. ; 


JUDY ANDERSON, Travel Information 
Klamath Falls Travel Information Center 


Our business is up about 600 people 
from July of last year. We seem to be 
getting a lot more Oregonians, and a lot 
Olt | prerOrpuliie: atu’ O) mat. OF Utes on 
country--Austrailia, Britian, and, for 


some reason, The Netherlands. Some 
people have said that their friends 
panicked when they told them they 
were coming to Oregon because of the 
volcano, but as soon as they got here, 
they realized it was confined to a small 
area of the state. 


Be 


GAYLE VISAVATANAPHONGSE, 


PARKS 
Historian, Ft. Stevens State Park 


From what I’ve seen at the historical 
center here, we seem to be about even 
with last year...but we were down last 
year. We seem to be leaning a little more 
toward local people--Oregon residents 
who are vacationing in Oregon this year. 


i” 
CHARLES SCHUTTE, PARKS 
Manager, Elijah Bristow State Park 


We’re in the process of building a new 
park and so | can’t honestly say what 
the changes have been. Our picnic area 
is Open, however, and we're starting to 
get more people there. Our signs have 
only been up for the past two months, 
so we haven’t had an opportunity to 
become known to any but local people. 


‘trailers. 


What changes, if any, have you noticed in tourism in your area? 


JOHN KADAJA, PARKS 
Manager, Detroit Lake State Park 


Off-hand, I’d say attendance is up, and | 
don’t know why. We ran about 
one-third full during the week last year. 
This year we’re running one-half full. 
This park is used mainly by Oregon 
residents, so | can’t say whether the 
number of Oregonians using the park 
has increased. 


MARLA GAARENSTROOM, PARKS 
Ranger 2, Farewell Bend State Park 


We’re up quite a bit. Last year, the 
water in the Snake River was down and 
the fishing wasn’t all that good. This 
year the water’s quite high and the 
fishing is good. That may be one reason 
for the increase. Mount St. Helens might 
be another reason. I’ve noticed quite a 
few Ontario people coming in to the 
park this year. 


By 


DORA BOWMAN, Travel Information 
Siskiyou Travel Info Center 


| was afraid that the large amount of: 


publicity concerning Mount St. Helens 
would severely effect our business this 
summer, but | think people realize it 
hasn’t affected the wholé state. We’ve 
had good assistance from the Oregon 
State Police and the National Weather 
Service concerning road and weather 
reports for areas around the volcano, 
and that has reassured people who come 
in to see us. | am surprised at the 
number of people still traveling in big 
motor homes, 


or pulling big travel — 
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Moving up 
the ranks 


CONGRATULATIONS 


The following employees re- 
ceived promotions recently: 

Richard Arnall, HWY, Highway 
Maintenance Worker (HMW) 2 to 
HMW 3, Ontario. 

Kenneth Fordice, HWY, Highway 
Engineer (HE)'1 to HE 2, Eugene. 

Charles Lemos, HWY, Engineer- 
ing Aide (EA) to Engineering Tech- 
nician (ET) 1, Eugene. 

Debby Mullins, HWY, Secretary 
to Management Analyst A, Salem. 

Daniel L. Olson, HWY, ET 1, 
Klamath Falls, to HE 1, Salem. 

Barbara Patton, HWY, Clerical 


Assistant (CA) to Clerical Specialist - 


(CS), Salem. 

Jessie C. Robinson, HWY, High- 
way Maintenance Foreman 1 to 
Highway Maintenance Supe tsar 
(HMS) B, Waldport. 

Keith A. Rogers, HWY, EA to ET 1, 
Eugene. 

Rosalie Roth, HWY, CA to CS, 
Salem. 

Fred H. Udey, HWY, HMS C to 
HMS D, Canyonville. 


David G. Williams, ADMIN, Plan- . 


ner 2 to Program Coordinator, 


n= Salem. 


Commission honol s 40 years of service 


PERRIS eee ey 


Kenneth Fordice 


DMV PROMOTIONS 

Jean Dixon, Clerical Assistant 
(CA) to Laborer 1, Salem. 

Joe Ellen Foyle, Motor Vehicle 
Representative (MVR) 2, Burns, to 
MVR 3, Lakeview. 

Sharon Frey, CA to Clerical 
Specialist (CS), Salem. 

Fern Hanson, CA to CS, Salem. 

Glen Hendricks, CA to CS, Salem. 


We'll always 


VIA regrets to announce the 
deaths of the following retired 


40-YEAR VETS. James A. Brown, left, maintenance traffic supervisor 
from Canyonville, and John W. Moffit, right, section maintenance 
supervisor from Astoria, pose with Transportation Commission Chair- 
man Anthony Yturri after receiving 40-year service pins. 


Debbie Mullins 


Ralph Hurst, MVR 1, Gladstone, 
to MVR 2, North Portland. 

Judy Moe, CA to CS, Salem. 

Mike Pournelle, Motor Vehicle 
Office Manager A, Coos Bay 
Mobile Field Office, to MVR 4 
(Assistant Region Supervisor), 
Medford. 

Lori Schlegel, CA to CS, Salem. 

John Stockman, CA to CS, Salem. 


remember... 


Department of Transportatin em- 
ployees: 


Maurice N. Juve, 74, of Salem, 
_ died July 10 at his home. Mr. Juve 
retired from the Highway Division 
in 1967 after a 30-year career. 

He was born in Nellsville, Neb., 
and raised in Enterprise. In the 
1940s, he was an engineer on the 
Alcan Highway. Mr. Juve was a 
member of the Oregon Association 
of Civil Engineers and was chair- 
man of the Salem Sister City Com- 
mission in the mid-1960s. 


Clarence T. Wheeler, 67, of 
LaPine, died June 11 in St. Charles 
Medical Center in Bend. Mr. 
Wheeler retired in 1975 after 
spending 22 years with the High- 
way Division most of them on the 
District 6 Extra Gang. 

He was born in Antlers, Okla., 
and had worked for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers before begin- 
ning his career with the Highway 
Division. 


Ralph Hurst 


Retirements 


James Hurt 


The following Highway Division 
employee retired July 31: 

James Floyd Hurt, Highway 
Maintenance Worker 2, Madras; 15 
years. 


Correction 


The July edition of VIA carried the 
obituary of retired Highway Division 
employee John Patapoff. Through an 
editor’s error, a photograph of Mr. 
Patapoff’s brother, Andrew, who 
works in the Region 1 materials sec- 
tion in Milwaukie, accompanied the 
story. 

VIA deeply regrets the error. 
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Retirees let us know what's happening 


Elsie Gugle, writes VIA to tell us 
that her husband, retired ODOT 
employee Harold Gugle, passed 
away April 5. 

He worked eight years for the 
Highway Division on the oiling, 
paving and later, parks crews, in 
the John Day Canyon area, she re- 
ports. 

“Harold loved his highway 
work” she says and, ‘‘wrote about 


‘it in his book, ‘Yesteryears’, soon 


to be published.’ 


Berries and bowling 
Frank (Hank) D. Morgan, 4222 


Penny Drive, South, Salem 97302. 
% Retired 1972. 


Faye 


Hank says that he and Nell are 
keeping pretty busy at the present 
time picking and canning raspber- 
ries and blackberries from their 
own backyard. He said the jams 
and jellies they’re making are going 
to taste mighty fine this coming 
winter. 

Right now he says he is sporting 
a rosy-turkey tan from all his out- 
door activities, which include berry 
picking, and yard work such as 
pruning shrubs and rose bushes. 
He does a little puttering around, 
he says, and has just completed 
building a picnic table. He and Nell 
both have their bridge and pinoch- 
le clubs. 

Hank admits to joining the 


senior citizens for an afternoon of 
bowling weekly, just to keep his 
hand in for the winter leagues. He 
says golf is a thing of the past. Hank 
spent 41 years with the Highway 


. Division, retiring as construction 


engineer. 
Out of hospital 


Donald B. Taylor, 1735 Montrose 
Avenue N.W., Salem 97304. Retired 
1972. 

Don says he just keeps rolling 
along, although he was released 
from the hospital in June after 
undergoing major surgery. He says 
Helen keeps busy feeding him sev- 
eral times a day so he can put on 
some extra pounds. 


It wasn’t long after his release 
from the hospital that he was out 
working on his beautiful, well- 
manicured yard. In fact, he said he 
had just finished using a water bor- 
er to get moisture through the hard 
clay soil when he got VIA’s call. 

Don, who was president of the 
State Bowling Association and for- 
mer secretary of the Salem Bowling 
Association, said he had already 
managed to get a couple of lines of 
bowling in the past week. He was 
not too displeased with his average 
of around 150, and said he was 
looking forward to the fall leagues. 

Don retired after more than 38 
years with the Highway Division as 
assistant controller. 


AUGUST 1980 


VIA 


PAGE 8 


High fashion 
to waterfalls, 
he’s shot it all 


Jerry Robertson thinks the most 
enjoyable part of his job is shoot- 
ing people. His ‘‘weapon” is a 
35mm camera, and he brings his 
“victims’’ back alive--as photo- 
graphs for VIA, or elsewhere within 
the Department of Transportation. 

Robertson, a 43-year-old native 
of San Angelo, Tex., is head of 
ODOT’s photo lab. 

“I'd have to say that shooting 
photographs of people is the most 
enjoyable part of a great job,” 
Robertson says as he heads back to 
Salem from an assignment at De- 
troit Lake State Park. 

“Traveling around the state and 
shooting the scenic areas is enjoy- 
able, too, but | like taking pictures 
of people. That’s what makes the 
job enjoyable for me.” 


Career spans 25 years 


His current job caps a 25-year 
career in photography, a career 
which started in the U.S. Army, and 
has led him on two cross-country 
migrations. 

He first came to Oregon during 
World War II when his father got a 
job in the Portland shipyards. The 
family later moved to Molalla, and 
in 1955, Robertson decided to join 
the Army. 

“I walked into the recruiter’s of- 
fice and looked over a list of 
schools. | saw one on photography 
and that interested me, so | signed 
UD ae 
After training at Ft. Monmouth, 
N.J., Robertson found himself “in 
this tiny little post in Alaska, shoot- 
ing motion pictures of cold- 
weather equipment tests and sur- 
vival training.“ 


Army life chilly 


“The Army,” he says, “realized 
that it had lost a lot of people to the 
cold weather in Korea, and 
everybody figured we’d been fight- 
ing in Siberia next. They didn’t fig- 
ure we’d wind up in Vietnam.’ 

After his three-year hitch, he 
headed back to Oregon and landed 
a job on the weekly Oregon City 
Enterprise-Courier. ‘‘l spent six 
months there and realized it was a 
dead-end job. So | left.’ 


“wl figured Highways 
was pretty stable...” 


Chicago sounded like an inter- 
esting place, he decided. ‘‘One day 
| just packed up my old MG sports 
car and headed east. | went cold-- 
no job, no nothing.” 

Finding a job wasn’t that dif- 
ficult, as it turned out. 

“| arrived on Friday afternoon. 
By 8:30 Monday morning, | had a 
job as a photographer’s assistant. It 
was a ’gofer’ job--go for coffee, go 
for fresh film, things like that. But I 
got lucky. The studio expanded 
and started giving me industrial as- 
signments. Within six months | was 
shooting half the time, and within a 


JERRY ROBERTSON gets up in the world, such as when he shot page one 


ti 


photos of changing of flags on Fremont Bridge for this month’s VIA. 


year, | was a ful!-time photo- 
grapher.’’ 

Robertson traveled around the 
country, shooting for such clients 
as U.S. Steel, Montsano Chemical, 
Eli Lilly Co. and Masonite. ‘I shot 
everything from steel mills to 
school furniture,“ he says. 

The job lasted a year and a half. 
“The travel was starting to get to 
me, and then | got married. | start- 
ed looking around for something 
that would keep me around home 
more. About then | received an 
offer from another studio.” 

The new job was shooting fash- 
ion photographs for catalogs. 

“Sounds glamorous, doesn’t it,’ 
he chuckles. :‘‘Let me tell you, it’s 
strictly production line stuff. When 
you’re paying a model $100 an 
hour, you don’t waste time. You 
have to plan, get everything or- 
ganized so you can shoot in a hur- 
ry. And you don’t spend much time 
being artsy-craftsy either, despite 
what you see on television.’ 


Heads home 


After all that, how did he find his 
way back to Oregon? 

“| just got tired of the big city,” 
he recalls. ‘Il had been coming 
back to Oregon during the summer 
to visit my folks. My wife liked it 
here, so we decided to move 
back.’ 

That was in 1968. ‘I went to work 
for Photo-Art, .a commercial studio 
in Portland. About the same time, | 


put in an application with the 
state.” 

Shortly afterwards, he received 
an offer from the Department of 
Teaching Research at Oregon Col- 
lege of Education. ‘‘The depart- 
ment was working on pilot projects 
for the handicapped and learning- 
disabled,” he says. ‘It was a good 
program, but funded entirely with 
federal money. We could have 
$200,000 one month and be broke 
the next. | decided to look for 
something more stable.” 


Happy with ODOT 


The then-Highway Department 
called in 1970. “I figured Highways 
was pretty stable,’’ he says. It’s 
been a happy union. 

“Working for Highways, and 
now Department of Transporta- 
tion, is one of the most enjoyable 
things that’s ever happened to 
me,” Robertson says. “I’ve really 
enjoyed shooting for the Travel 
Information Section because I’ve 
had the opportunity to see most of 
the scenic spots in the state. 

“But what’s taught me the most 
about photography is shooting for 
VIA. I’ve gone almost everywhere 
and met a lot of great people. | 
think that’s the most enjoyable part 
of all. And it has sharpened my 
skills as a photographer.’ 


Winning photos 


In his 10 years with the Depart- 
ment, Robertson says he’s shot 


everything from presentations in 
the governor's office to the pour- 


ing of the foundation of the Glenn — 


Jackson Bridge. ‘‘I even took a 
series of pictures that won a lawsuit 
for the department,” he recalls. 
“We were involved in a bound- 
ary dispute between a rock quarry 
and a timber operation. Jack Sollis 
(ODOT chief counsel) hired a sur- 
veyor who specialized in finding 
old boundaries. All he had to work 
with was a note on the deed that 
the boundary mark was a blaze- 
mark on a tree at a certain location. 


“The trick is to get people 
to look natural...” 


“Unfortunately, the tree had 
died and rotted away, but he knew 
that pitch usually filled in a blaze- 
mark and hardened. He managed 
to find the pitch-cast and | photo- 
graphed it. It won the case.“ 


In his career with the depart- | 


ment, Robertson has managed to 
pick up a few favorite shooting 
sites (“Central Oregon--the terrain 
varies so much, and a scene will 
look one way in the morning light 
and completely different at sun- 
set’), and a few peeves (‘grip and 
grinners’--the stock photographs 
of people shaking hands and star- 


ing at the camera with a frozen. 


smile’’), but he’ says he hasn’t de- 
veloped a highly stylized shooting 


formula as many professional 


photographers have. 
Different styles - 


“That’s one of the benefits of 
coming out of commercial photo- 
graphy,” he says. “I haven’t de- 
veloped one set style, I’ve de- 
veloped several different ones. 
When you’re shooting for several 
clients, you have to tailor your style 
to their needs. One style seldom 
fits all circumstances. 

“It’s the same with this job. The 
style | use to shoot scenic slides for 
Travel Information won’t work on 
‘people pictures’ for VIA. You have 
to be flexible.’ 

You also have to be a bit of a 
psychologist, especially when 
shooting people. 

“The trick is to get people to 
look natural...relaxed. If | run up 
against someone who looks stiff 
and awkward, | have to loosen 


them up. I’ll joke around and takea - 


couple of shots | know I won’t be 
able to use, just to get them used 
to the idea of having their picture 
taken.“ 


Attitude important 


Robertson believes a photo- 
grapher’s attitude about who and 
what he is shooting reflects in the 
photographs. 

“If a photographer approaches 
an assignment with the attitude 
that ‘it’s just another job,’ the peo- 
ple he’s working with will pick up 
on that and it'll show in the photo- 
graphs. 

‘‘On the other hand, if a 
photog’s having fun, that shows in 


_ the shots, too.’ 


Which is why, Robertson says, 


‘I've taken some pretty good 
photographs while I’ve been with — 


ODOT.“ 
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